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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kikuchi 
Yukiko (hereinafter "Yukiko '516" JP 06-266516). 

As pertaining to Claim 1, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing system with a 
plurality of printing devices connected to a network (i.e., Para 0005, computer 
comprising a plurality of printing devices connected to a network), the system 
comprising: a plurality of printing devices (i.e., Para 0005, plurality of printing 
devices in a system); and a network device (i.e., Para 0005 , Computer) for 
converting print-request data sent from a print requester into a format for a specified 
printing device to create print data (i.e., Para 0005, computer uses conversion 
means for formatting print file data for a specified printing device) and transmitting 
the print data to the specified printing device via the network (i.e., Para 0005, print 
data converted by conversion means is transmitted to a specified printing device 
), wherein the network device comprises: a device information storage section (i.e., 
Para 0008, attribute value storage part ) for storing device information (i.e., Para 
0008, attribute value storage part memorizes attribute value data) representing 
print specifications for the plurality of printing devices (i.e., Para 0008 , attribute value 
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data represents profiles such as printer name and page description language 
format); a document definition file storage section (i.e., Para 0008, attribute data 
storage part) for storing a document definition file representing a definition of a 
document (i.e., Para 0008, attribute data storage part for storing a document 
definition files such as vertical writing, paper size and lateral writing of a 
document file); and a format converting section (i.e., Para 0008, conversion treating 
part) for converting the print-request data into the print format for the printing device 
(i.e., Para 0008, print file is converted by the conversion treating part into a page 
description language of the printing device) based on the document definition file 
specified in the print-request data and the device information of the printing device (i.e., 
Para 0009 , the conversion by the conversion treating part is based on the 
document definition file [printer profile] where he device information of the 
printing device is and the print request data). 

As pertaining to Claim 2, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing system wherein 
the network device (i.e., Para 0007, server) acquires the device information of the 
printing devices via the network (i.e., Para 0008, server acquires the device 
information of printer devices which are described by the profiles) and stores the 
device information in the device information storage section (i.e., Para 0008, attribute 
value storage part stores device information). 

As pertaining to Claim 3, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing system further 
comprising a client device (i.e., Para 0007, Client Computer) that registers the 
document definition file in the network device via the network (i.e., Para 0007, the 
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client computer registers the document definition file in the network device 
[server]) and transmits the print-request data to the network device via the network 
(i.e., Para 0008,the client computer transmits the print request data to the server 
via the network). 

As pertaining to Claim 4, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing system, wherein 
the format converting section calculates a printable area of the printing device based on 
the device information (i.e., Para 0008, format conversion section calculates the 
printable area based on the device information [profile]), and calculates a print 
position of each item defined in the document definition file with reference to the 
printable area (i.e., Para 0009-0008 , actual calculating of a print position for each 
item is indicated in the "actual print-out" section of the document definition file 
[profile] which has reference to the printable area ). 

As pertaining to Claim 5, Yukiko '516 teaches The network printing system, 
wherein the network device determines whether the specified printing device is 
available for printing (i.e., Para 0018 , the server comprising a file transfer 
processing part obtains a parameter which could determine the availability of a 
printer device), and if the specified printing device is not available for printing then 
uses device information of an alternative printing device to create the print data and 
transmits the print data to the alternative printing device (i.e., Para 0018, the parameter 
may determine the availability of a printer device and if printer device is not 
available an alternative printer indicated by the language format file is selected to 
output the converted print data). 
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As pertaining to Claim 6 , Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing device for 
conducting printing with a specified printing device among a plurality of printing devices 
connected to a network (i.e., Para 0005, computer comprising a plurality of printing 
devices connected to a network), the network printing device comprising: a device 
information storage section (i.e., Para 0008, attribute value storage part ) for storing 
device information (i.e., Para 0008, attribute value storage part memorizes attribute 
value data) representing print specifications for the plurality of printing devices (i.e., 
Para 0008 , attribute value data represents profiles such as printer name and page 
description language format); a document definition file storage section (i.e., Para 
0008, attribute data storage part) for storing a document definition file representing a 
definition of a document (i.e., Para 0008, attribute data storage part for storing a 
document definition files such as vertical writing, paper size and lateral writing of 
a document file); and a format converting section (i.e., Para 0008, conversion 
treating part) for converting (i.e., Para 0008, print file is converted by the 
conversion treating part into a page description language of the printing device) 
, based on the document definition file specified in print-request data sent from a print 
requester and the device information of the printing device, the print-request data into a 
print format for the printing device (i.e., Para 0009 , the conversion by the conversion 
treating part is based on the document definition file [printer profile] where he 
device information of the printing device is and the print request data from a print 
requester). 
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As pertaining to claim 7, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing device wherein 
the network printing device (i.e., Para 0007, server) acquires the device information of 
the printing devices via the network (i.e., Para 0008, server acquires the device 
information of printer devices which are described by the profiles) and stores the 
device information in the device information storage section (i.e., Para 0008, attribute 
value storage part stores device information).. 

As pertaining to Claim 8, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing device wherein 
the network printing device is connected to a client device (i.e., Para 0007, Client 
Computer) that registers the document definition file via the network (i.e., Para 0007, 
the client computer registers the document definition file in the network device 
[server]) and transmits the print-request data via the network (i.e., Para 0008, the 
client computer transmits the print request data to the server via the network). 

As pertaining to Claim 9, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing device wherein 
the format converting section calculates a printable area of the printing device based on 
the device information (i.e., Para 0008, format conversion section calculates the 
printable area based on the device information [profile]), and calculates a print 
position of each item defined in the document definition file with reference to the 
printable area (i.e., Para 0009-0008 . actual calculating of a print position for each 
item is indicated in the "actual print-out" section of the document definition file 
[profile] which has reference to the printable area). 

As pertaining to Claim 10, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing device wherein 
the network printing device determines whether the specified printing device is available 
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for printing (i.e., Para 0018 , the server comprising a file transfer processing part 
obtains a parameter which could determine the availability of a printer device), 

and if the specified printing device is not available for printing, then uses device 
information of an alternative printing device to create the print data and transmits the 
print data to the alternative printing device (i.e., Para 0018, the parameter may 
determine the availability of a printer device and if printer device is not available 
an alternative printer indicated by the language formal file is selected to output 
the converted print data). 

As pertaining to Claim 11, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing method (i.e., 
Para 0004, Networking printing method) for conducting printing with a specified 
printing device among a plurality of printing devices connected to a network (i.e., Para 
0005, computer comprising a plurality of printing devices connected to a network 
where a specified printer device may be selected), the method comprising: creating 
print data by converting print-request data sent from a print requester via the network 
into a format for the specified printing device (i.e., Para 0005, computer uses 
conversion means for formatting print file data for a specified printing device); 
and transmitting the print data to the specified printing device via the network (i.e., Para 
0005, print data converted by conversion means is transmitted to a specified 
printing device) wherein the creating of the print data comprises: retrieving device 
information (i.e., Para 0008, server retrieves device information) of the printing 
device specified in the print-request data from a device information storage section 
(i.e., Para 0008, attribute value storage part stores attribute data of the printing 



Application/Control Number: Page 8 

10/521,558 

Art Unit: 2625 

device specified in the print request data )for storing device information representing 
print specifications for the plurality of printing devices (i.e., Para 0008 , attribute value 
data represents profiles such as printer name and page description language 
format) retrieving a document definition file (i.e., Para 0008 , server document 
definition file) specified in the print-request data from a document definition file 
storage section (i.e., Para 0008, a document definition file specifies print request 
data from an attribute data storage part) for storing a document definition file 
representing a definition of a document (i.e., Para 0008, attribute data storage part 
for storing a document definition files such as vertical writing, paper size and 
lateral writing of a document file; and converting the print-request data into the print 
format for the printing device based on the retrieved document definition file and the 
retrieved device information of the printing device (i.e., Para 0008, print file is 
converted by the conversion treating part into a page description language of the 
printing device based on the received device information and document definition 
file [attribute data]). 

As pertaining to Claim 12, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing method further 
comprising: acquiring the device information of the printing devices via the network (i.e., 
Para 0008, server acquires the device information of printer devices which are 
described by the profiles) and storing the device information in the device information 
storage section (i.e., Para 0008, attribute value storage part stores device 
information).. 
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As pertaining to Claim 13, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing method, 
further comprising: registering the document definition file in the network device from a 
client device via the network (i.e., Para 0007, the client computer registers the 
document definition file in the network device [server]); and transmitting the print- 
request data from the client device via the network (i.e., Para 0008, the client 
computer transmits the print request data to the server via the network).. 

As pertaining to Claim 14, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing method, 
wherein format conversion comprises: calculating a printable area of the printing device 
based on the device information (i.e., Para 0008, format conversion section 
calculates the printable area based on the device information [profile]); and 
calculating a print position of each item defined in the document definition file with 
reference to the printable area (i.e., Para 0009-0008 , actual calculating of a print 
position for each item is indicated in the "actual print-out" section of the 
document definition file [profile] which has reference to the printable area ).. 

As pertaining to Claim 15, Yukiko '516 teaches a network printing method, 
further comprising: determining whether the specified printing device is available for 
printing (i.e., Para 0018 , the server comprising a file transfer processing part 
obtains a parameter which could determine the availability of a printer device); 
and if the specified printing device is not available for printing, creating the print data 
using device information of an alternative printing device and transmitting the print data 
to the alternative printing device (i.e., Para 0018, the parameter may determine the 
availability of a printer device and if printer device is not available an alternative 
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printer determined by the language format file is selected to output the converted 
print data). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US 5,859,956, US 7,145,679 and US 6,633,400 all pertain to a 
printing system for transmitting print data to a specified printing device in a network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis Dicker whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3140. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Friday 7:30 A.M. to 5:00 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on (571) 272-7406. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




